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SUMMARY

The water level of the Dead-sea dropped gradually during the 30 years
between 1962 and 1992. The substrate that was exposed along the
receding shore was extremely saline and remained sterile for 4-5 years.
During that period, even the low precipitation (average of 50 mm
perannum for this area) was enough to leach the substrate.Indeed, it
reduce the salinity of the soil to a level that allowed the establishment of a



few species of extreme halophytes. Those halophytes constituted the first
stage of succession of higher plants on the newly exposed coast. This
stage of plants development remained dominant on the examined sites for
an additional 4-5 years. When salinity was further reduced, the condition
enabled the penetration of various desert species and, thus the
establishment of the first stablecommunity. 8-10 years, a third stage of
succession reached, that is, a plant community by
zygophyyllumdumosum. Such a community is usually the permanent
community on the neighboring hillsides, away from the coast of the Dead
sea. Thus, succession in the Dead sea area is dictated mainly by two
abiotic factors: salinity and precipitation.
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