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On the Vegetation and the forests of Southern Lebanon/

Avi Shmida and Yosef Lev-Ari

A short description of the main vegetation units of southern Lebanon
is presented.

In comparison to the higher degree of forest destruction in the Middle-
East, Nice extensive conifer forests are found in Lebanon. Three forest
types are discussed in detail ; The Cedar (Cedrus Libani) the stone pine
(Pinus pinea) and the Brutia pine (P. brutia) forests. The three forest
region of Cedars of South Lebanon are described with their composition.
The Cedar understory comprise two different variants - a rare mesic
'european' variant confined to closed forest, and a xeric variant in open

stands which its plants 'descends' from the steppic subalpine tragacanthic
belt. :

The Stone Pine fogéstsgrow exclusivelyon Crataecous éand stone. Its
biogéography and‘its ecological significance is discussed in details.
The Brutia pine forest grows mostly on marls and soft limestone. The
relations of P. brutia and P. halepensis are described, including their
geographical distribution.

Some important plant species, typical to the botanical landscapes of
southern Lebanon, are briefly described. A list of plant species of sovth

Lebanon whlch are rare or absent in Israel, is attached as well.
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