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In this study tour the habitats of the Southern Coastal Plain and the
Western Negev were studied, with emphasis on the climatic,
geomorphological, and edaphic (soil and geology) uniqueness of the
Coastal Plain. The make-up of the vegetation in the stations of the study
tour, presented a unique combination of Mediterranean elements, whose
source is in the scrub and batha, that grow on a calcareous subsoil,
together with Saharo-Arabian elements originating in the sand deserts.
The Southern Coastal Plain and the Western Negev have enjoyed in recent
years - this year included - quantities of rain above the perennial average.
Despite the delay in the first periods of rain at the beginning of the winter,
during the study tour the whole area was already green, the wave of
flowering had begun, and was expected to intensify towards the end of
February.
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The early spring flowering has already begun in the Coastal Plain regions ,
and the lower altitude regions of the foothills. The mild winter enables
relatively fast vegetative growth following the first winter rains, and a
quick passage to ni'ann for flowering. The Crown Anemone (Anemone
coronaria), in all its shades, is already at the end of its flowering, and is
accompanied by the early spring bloomers of the Cruciferae, Asteraceae
and Umbelliferae families. The Coastal Iris (Iris grant-duffi) in the Tel Gador
Nature Reserve was at the peak of its flowering. It too is accompanied by
the abundant flowering of the herbaceous plants that are typical of sand
dunes. The main findings of the study tour were the Rugged Hyoseris
(Hyoseris scabra) and the Rough-leaved Michauxia (Michauxia
campanuloides) on the "Canyon of the Tigers" Path.
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